FRIDAY AUGUST 13 – XIX WEEK O.T. [B]
"Then why did Moses command that the man give the woman a bill of divorce and dismiss (her)?" He said to them, "Because of the hardness of your hearts Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so.
In truly Moses did not give a law of divorce based on the arbitrariness or on the pure will of man. For the divorce there was one only cause: “He finds in her something indecent.” Only for this reason Moses let the divorce. There are no other objective reasons. In the Law of Moses, they do not exist. Let us read the text of Deuteronomy : "When a man, after marrying a woman and having relations with her, is later displeased with her because he finds in her something indecent, and therefore he writes out a bill of divorce and hands it to her, thus dismissing her from his house: if on leaving his house she goes and becomes the wife of another man, and the second husband, too, comes to dislike her and dismisses her from his house by handing her a written bill of divorce; or if this second man who has married her, dies; then her former husband, who dismissed her, may not again take her as his wife after she has become defiled. That would be an abomination before the LORD, and you shall not bring such guilt upon the land which the LORD, your God, is giving you as a heritage. (Dt 24,1-4).
When idolatry is spread throughout the people, then not only the first commandment is trampled. They are all trampled, despised, transgressed, ignored, considered vile thing, including the sixth one that forbids adultery. It is in times of strong idolatry that all sexual disorders occur. We know that with the prophet Malachi the Lord intervened with firmness to stamp out the plague of divorce. Here are his words of fire: “This also you do: the altar of the LORD you cover with tears, weeping and groaning, Because he no longer regards your sacrifice nor accepts it favorably from your hand; And you say, "Why is it?" -  Because the LORD is witness between you and the wife of your youth, With whom you have broken faith though she is your companion, your betrothed wife. Did he not make one being, with flesh and spirit: and what does that one require but godly offspring? You must then safeguard life that is your own, and not break faith with the wife of your youth. For I hate divorce, says the LORD, the God of Israel, And covering one's garment with injustice, says the LORD of hosts; You must then safeguard life that is your own, and not break faith.” (Mal 2,13-16).
In the answer he gives to the Pharisees, he makes explicit reference to creation. The man created in the image and likeness of God is not the male and is not the female. The man created in the image and likeness of God are the man and the woman becoming one only thing in the marriage. Male and female are in the image and likeness of God. Two men are not. Two women are not. On the contrary, a man and a woman united in one only flesh are. Once the unity has been constituted – and only the one between a man and a woman is unity, a male and a female – it is unity of nature and there is not return back. Here is what the Sacred Texts the Holy Spirit handed over the entire humanity reveals: “Then God said: "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. Let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and the cattle, and over all the wild animals and all the creatures that crawl on the ground." God created man in his image; in the divine image he created him; male and female he created them. God blessed them, saying: "Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it. Have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and all the living things that move on the earth." (Gen 1,26-28).
The LORD God said: "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a suitable partner for him." So the LORD God formed out of the ground various wild animals and various birds of the air, and he brought them to the man to see what he would call them; whatever the man called each of them would be its name. The man gave names to all the cattle, all the birds of the air, and all the wild animals; but none proved to be the suitable partner for the man. So the LORD God cast a deep sleep on the man, and while he was asleep, he took out one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. The LORD God then built up into a woman the rib that he had taken from the man. When he brought her to the man, the man said: "This one, at last, is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; This one shall be called 'woman,' for out of 'her man' this one has been taken." That is why a man leaves his father and mother and clings to his wife, and the two of them become one body. (Gen 2,18-24).  
It is urgent to highlight a truth. It is not the Word of the Holy Spirit which creates the indissoluble unity. The indissoluble unity is created for nature. The Holy Spirit reveals the truth that is written in the nature since the moment of its creation. God does not create a male first, then a female and he then constitutes them into unity. He creates them already constituted into unity, he creates them in one only body. The revelation contained in the second Chapter of Genesis has a most great meaning for us. It says to us that this unity will have to be always recognized and always welcomed. In the third Chapter of the Genesis, it is revealed that sin is the destroyer of every unity. When the unity is dissolved, then one must go searching for the sin that destroyed it. One takes away the sin and comes back to unity. When the world is conquered by idolatry, then nothing is kept into truth and into unity. Whoever breaks the unity with his Lord, that is source of every unity and truth, might he ever keep anything in his truth and unity? Never. He misses the eternal source of unity and of truth.
Let us read the text of Mt 19,3-12
Some Pharisees approached him, and tested him, saying, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any cause whatever?" He said in reply, "Have you not read that from the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female' and said, 'For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh'? So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore, what God has joined together, no human being must separate." They said to him, "Then why did Moses command that the man give the woman a bill of divorce and dismiss (her)?" He said to them, "Because of the hardness of your hearts Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so. I say to you, whoever divorces his wife (unless the marriage is unlawful) and marries another commits adultery." [His] disciples said to him, "If that is the case of a man with his wife, it is better not to marry." He answered, "Not all can accept [this] word, but only those to whom that is granted. Some are incapable of marriage because they were born so; some, because they were made so by others; some, because they have renounced marriage for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Whoever can accept this ought to accept it."
[bookmark: _GoBack]Today one breathes idolatry in the world like the air. It wraps us like the air. What are the signs that we are all polluted with idolatry and that we pollute the world with this pestilence of the spirit and of the soul, whose effects of death are also on the body? From the sexual disorders that are by now universal law of life. Every unitive relationship of the body that is not lived in the marriage legally celebrated, and marriage can exist only between a man and a woman, between a male and a female created by God by nature, is sexual disorder. By nature created from idolatry, every sexual union is possible: male-male, female-female, father-daughter, mother-son, aunt-nephew, brother-in-law – sister-in-law and so on. By now rape, incest, paedophilia, homosexuality, extended couples, spouse exchange, prostitution both of women and men, the widespread impurity, the immoral use of the body, every kind of impurity are lifestyle, they make culture, they are by now our civilization not of life, but of death. If then someone had to dare say that these disorders offend not only the Creator but the nature itself of man, then down the insults and the accusations of homophobia and whatever. Today this is our civilization: everyone wants to live as he likes. No one can say one only word of truth and light. Today one cannot speak about Christ Jesus either. If we speak of Him and of his truth, one is accused of making religious terrorism. But these are only some of the sad fruits of the idolatry that is conquering mind and heart, body and soul. Is there the possibility that one day one returns to the true light of our nature? This day might happen when one returns to the true light of Christ Jesus. May the Mother of God come to our rescue. 
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